Route 3, 54 miles
Gainsborough

Follow Route 2 to Derrythorpe. Pass under the
motorway (M180), and proceed through West
Butterwick and Kelfield to Owston Ferry. Thisis a
good spot to stop at the seat on the river bank.
Leaving the river the road bends sharp right at the
White Hart. In the market place turn left at Silver
Street, pass the crooked Billet and proceed by the
river to Gunthorpe.

passes the River Idle junction with the Trent. West
Stockwith follows and this is where the Chesterfield
Canal terminates. There is a yacht basin there and a
lock to the river. The road continues along the river
which it then leaves to pass the edge of Misterton.
Turn left at the mini roundabout to Walkeringham
and Beckingham.

There then follows a section of main road which is
usually busy, through Walkeringham and on to
Beckingham. Take the left turning signposted
"Village Only' into Beckingham. This avoids the
bypass. Before leaving the village take the road to
the left, signed Trent Wharfage.

This passes over a level
crossing and rejoins the
river via a timber yard
which has no access for
cars, but bikes however
are allowed. A hard
surfaced path comes -
out at Gainsborough ‘ _—

Bridge, where there is food available at the Trent
Port pub. There are also cafes in the town of Gains-
borough and other pubs etc. (28).

Cross the bridge over the Trent and turn left down
Bridge Street. Proceed through Gainsborough (this is
not the main road through Gainsborough, but one
which runs parallel to it), until you reach Morton. At
the T-junction turn left at the Ship Inn. Go through
Walkerith and on to East Stockwith where good food
is available at the Ferry House (on Sundays it is advis-
able to book). From there the route is to Susworth via
Wildsworth and East Ferry, Susworth being another
good place for a rest.

The return to Alkborough is as in Route 1 with a total
distance of 54 miles.

Option:

From Morton an alternative route to Susworth is via
Laughton Forest. This makes a change from all the
open countryside and can give shelter from strong
winds or hot sun.

A snack and drink stop is recommended at
Flixborough Stather to prepare for the climb up to the
village and Burton Wood, which is 59 metres above
sea level.

This option involves no significant extra mileage and
the return to Alkborough is as in Route 1 (54).

North Lincolnshire




Along the River Trent
Distance options: 30, 32, 36, 54 miles.

Terrain: The terrain is mainly flat, except for hills
around Flixborough and between Owston Ferry and
Epworth (optional). There is a short, steep climb
over the motorway bridge into Beltoft and between
Beltoft and Epworth.

General notes: Care is needed when descending the
hills around Flixborough, particularly after heavy rain
when loose sand and grit tend to build up on the
bends. Beware heavier traffic Monday to Saturday
on parts of the routes: heavy traffic (HGV's) may be
experienced between Flixborough Industrial Park
and Keadby Bridge.

The routes pass through a succession of largely
unspoilt, traditional Trentside villages. Shops are
few, so it is advisable to take plenty of water and
food. Pubs are open at lunch time in several villages.
Some cafes and pubs do not open on Sundays or
Mondays.

There are few hedges to act as windbreaks. This
means that the rides are best suited to southerly
winds, so as to have a back wind home.

Cumulative distances (in miles) are given along the
routes in brackets. Cycle Rides

Route 1, 30 miles
Susworth

From Alkborough, follow the road through Walcot
to Burton upon Stather. At the T -junction at the end
of Tee Lane, turn right and follow the road through
the village, passing the Sheffield Arms pub and
shops. Just past the bus shelter, turn right at the
junction towards Flixborough, following the byway
sign.

Take the next left down Flixborough Road, following
the byway sign. On entering the village of
Flixborough, turn right down Cross Lane.

Turn right at the next junction and proceed past the
blacksmith's shop (The Forge) and descend the hill.
Just past the industrial park, the road follows the
River Trent. Large vehicles may be encountered for
the next 4 miles.
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Proceed to the traffic lights, bearing left and on to a
roundabout. Follow the sign to Gunness (right) along
the B1216. Proceed straight through Gunness to the

junction with the busy A 18 (9). Turn right (care is

needed) and using the cycle lane. follow the road to
the Burringham turn off.

Turn left towards Burringham, following the byway
sign. The route then follows the river straight
through Burringham. At the T-junction turn right
towards East Butterwick, passing under the M18o.

Proceed through East Butterwick to Susworth (15)
where The Jenny Wren pub is open at lunchtime. Or
one may sit at picnic benches on top of the river
bank.

Reverse these directions to return to Alkborough
(30)

Option: 10 mile loop

A pleasant extension is to ride in a loop through part
of Laughton Forest. Continue past The Jenny Wren
in Susworth, round the left-hand bend and carry
straight on. Take the next right to Laughton,
following the byway sign.

Follow the road through part of the forest to either
Wildsworth (the longer option), or East ferry (the
shorter option). There are signposts to both. In
Wildsworth turn right and the loop will take you
back to Susworth via East Ferry. In Susworth turn
left and you will be back at The Jenny Wren.

Route 2, 32 miles
Epworth

Follow Route 1 to Gunness. Proceed through Gun-
ness to the junction with the busy A18. Turn right
(care is needed) and following the cycle lane, pro-
ceed to Keadby Bridge which crosses the River
Trent. Dismount prior to the bridge and cross the
road to join the footpath, which is the safest option
for crossing the bridge.

Pass under the railway bridge to a fork in the road.
Take the minor road to the left sign posted to
Althorpe. Proceed through Althorpe and turn left
down Derrythorpe Road, sign posted to West
Butterwick. 2

After passing Derrythorpe, turn right (i.e. do not
pass under the motorway) and head for Beltoft.

Take the second left in Beltoft (13) (the first goes to
West Butterwick) and proceed to Epworth (the
home of John Wesley). In Epworth there are two
cafes, one closed on Mondays, also pubs which sell
food.

Return to Alkborough as above (32)
Option: 36 miles

It is possible to add a few more miles to the trip by
following the river from Derrythorpe under the
motorway, through West Butterwick and Kelfield to
Owston Ferry, where there are options of pub food
or benches on the river bank for picnics.
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Leaving the river, the road bends sharp right at the
White Hart and passes the market place. Proceed
along High Street, passing a park on the left, then
turn right to Epworth. This stretch is more hilly than
one might expect for the Isle of Axholme.

Return to Alkborough as above (36).



